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Here we are in the final week of Autumn Term. I would like to 

congratulate all the children who have battled through the term 

avoiding the sickness bug that has been running rampant through 

the city’s schools - well done! If it did get you or your child, I hope 

it didn’t slow you down too much! 

 

Firstly we have some goodbyes to make. Ms Phillips, who has 

been working in year 3 this year, has left us to return to her family 

in Bermuda. Ms Powell, who has worked across the school in her 

time with us, has retired after many years of service. I am sure you 

will all join me in thanking them both for all the hard work they 

have put in over the years they have been part of the Medlock 

family.  

 

Also leaving us will be Ms Cliss. Although Ms Cliss has only been 

with us a short time she will be much missed by her colleagues 

and the children she has worked with. Again, I am sure you will 

join us in wishing her well in her future endeavours. Ms Rajabi-Musk 

and Ms Malik have been redeployed from their current roles in 

year 5 and year 6 to take over Ms Cliss’s class from January.  

 

We have also said two (temporary) goodbyes - Ms Bamford and 

Ms Hancock have both started maternity leave this term. In fact, 

congratulations have already been sent to Ms Bamford on the 

arrival of a little Bamford last month! Good luck to you both and 

remember to get what sleep you can! 

 

Finally, I have an announcement. Ms Mirza and Ms Williams will be 

stepping up in January to become the new Assistant 

Headteacher, leading the Key Stage 2 department. Please 

congratulate them in person if you get the chance! 

 

However you spend the break I would like to wish you all a Happy 

Christmas and see you all bright and cheerful on Monday 6th 

January 2019 at 8.45!  

 

Mr Brown.  
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Headteacher’s Message 

 

 

2LM on 16th January at 9:05am 

 

A session for working parents from all classes in  

2LM on 16th January at 5:30pm.  

 

2AB on 21st January at 9:05am 

Year 3 on 22nd January at 9:05am 

Year 4 on 23rd January at 9:05am 

Year 5 on 27th January at 9:05am 

Year 6 on 28th January at 9:05am 

Year 1 on 29th January at 9:05am 

*All workshops are in your children’s classes, not the hall. 
 

 Come and see how your children learn to read in school, 

pick things up that you can do at home and get a chance 

to work with your children in class. 

   

 

On Friday we raised over a £1000 for the 

Winter Fayre! – Thanks for all your support!  

A special Medlock thank you to all the 
parents who helped out on the day. 

 
 

 

On Friday, we had our Winter Fayre. It was wonderful to 

see so many families braving the cold and the rain to come 

back to school and take part in all the festivities.   

There were lots of new stalls this year with each year group well 

represented. We were especially pleased with the planning 

and commitment shown by our House Captains who 

budgeted, made produce and ran their own house stalls on 

the night.  

 

 

This time, funds raised will be going to support the purchase of 

new resources in Key stage 1 and books for the school as well 

as towards the cost of the Year 6 residential.  



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 21st December 2019 

 

Slime Factory at The Science and Industry Museum, M3 

4FP. 11am-1pm (free but need to book). Learn how to 

make sticky, gooey slime! 
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Sunday 22nd December 2019 
 

Prehistoric Garden at The Esplanade, Rochdale, OL16 

1AB. Walk around plants and trees from the time of the 

dinosaurs and spot the T-Rex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remember, each week on Thursdays 3:25-4 in 2LM Ms Moore hosts our book swap. The whole classroom is taken over with lovely books 

for people of all ages. We have books for babies and toddlers, books for children of all ages, as well as lots of books for adults. If you 

have a book you would like to swap or you would just like to borrow one then please come along.  This Thursday, there might even be a 

festive treat! 

Also on a Monday 3:20-4 parents in nursery are invited to share stories a biscuit and hot chocolate with their children and Mrs Parkinson 

after school.   

 

Something For The Weekend! 
Two free, exciting things you could do with your family this 
weekend… 

 
 

 

 

https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/whats-on/winter-

holiday-2019 

http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/events-and-

activities/events/Pages/prehistoric-garden.aspx 

This month, one of my favourite 

reads was ‘Smith’ by Leon 

Garfield.  

It is a book about a 12 year old 

Victorian Street urchin who gets caught 

up in an adventure after he has 

witnessed a terrible crime. The 

character of Smith is brilliant and I was 

really rooting for him all the way 

through. For those of you in Year 5 and 

6 who loved Street Child or the 

Peculiars I think this one will really 

appeal. The language is challenging 

but the story makes it worth 

persevering.  

I also read Bilal’s Brilliant Bee by 

Michael Rosen. It was really 

funny but also made you think 

about not being scared if you 

don’t know the answer to 

something. Bilal is so worried 

about tests and getting things 

wrong that he starts to talk to a 

bee! I think children for year 2 

upwards will really enjoy it. The 

book was just as good as 

Michael Rosen’s poetry so give 

it a try. 

 
 

 I also read a small collection of 

Greta Thunberg’s speeches ‘No 

one is too small to make a 

difference’ calling people to 

action against the threat of 

climate change. She is an 

incredibly inspiring and 

courageous teenager who I am 

sure would be an inspiration to 

many of our children at 

Medlock who are already so 

thoughtful and keen to improve 

their school, community and the 

world around them. 
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Mrs Nutton-Jones loves to read: Well yesterday, I completed my 

challenge to read 52 children’s books across the year (with two 

weeks to go and an upcoming holiday, I hope it will be even 

more!) I have loved sharing many of them with the children in 

school - so many different books are now being borrowed and 

passed around classes with real enthusiasm, which is lovely to 

see. 

 

3 


